. opened, the.letters photocopied -and
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J udge to decuie

on. damages in

h

" A federal judge will decide how |
much money, if any, the federal gov- -
ernment must' pay a University of |
- Hawaii astronomer whose mail was :
opened by the Central Intelligence.
Agency between 1968 and 1971.
" Dale Cruikshank's attorney asked
for a “substantial amount™ for the
" opening of 21 letters.

The government attorney argued
that Cruikshank deserves $100 at the
most and 31 in nominal damages for
any-violation of his eonstitutaonal.
rights.

Federal Judge Samuel P Klng at |
the end of a day-long trial gave the
attorneys more time- to tile: legal.
briefs.

He.said “‘the only quesuon is how
much’ the government must pay,
but he said he doesn't believe the’
$380;000 which Cruikshank's lawsmt
-requests is appropriate. -

Cruikshank is npresentcd by
attorney David Turk, who filed the
lawsuit -in behalf of the Amerlcan
Civil Liberties Union. !

Alphonse -Alfano, U.S. Justice De-"
partment attorney from Washington,
D.C.,: admitted--that Cruikshank’s’
mail was opened as part of Opera-
tion HTLingual, a-program designed.
to open mail passing through New
York between the Soviet Union and .
th:sUmud Statu bot\v«n 1953 and'
19 - -A.,. H

“A CIA agent testified yesterday
that of 35 million pieces of mail that.
went through the New York City-
Post Office between 19684 and 1973,
the postal authorities turned over 13
million pieces to the CIA, which
opened about 100,000 of therm

The mail-opening program, acs'
cording to-the government, was de-
signed for.‘:foreign intelligence and.
forexgn countcruntclliunc. ptms.
po;gs .

The govornmcnt said thc mail wu

then returned to-the post office withs
in24hours.  fITRL - id R
Cruikshank said.the Cla mancd
him copies-of 19 letters in- 1975 in
response to a request he made under,
the Freedom of Information Act.:
The CIA gave him copies of tvo*

other loturs alur ho mcd his law-
sm( -

. making any speeches.”
- Washington, D.C.,
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E ltsimmasdmshockw : '

ceive-in the ‘mail from_the Central
Intelligence:’ Agency . a. ‘bundle of
correspondence™ he thou(ht wu pri-
‘vate, he said. .
My mind wandered immodhuly
‘to what other things thly’d bo.n up:
.to.” he said. . S
Crmkshank said he wondend what
interest the federal government
could have in his mail, especially
since it was over a period of several’
“years, indicating  the government
‘had a “*continuing interest.”

- He said he checked his phone for
bugs and his ventilating system  for
-any listening dcvnces. but found
pone.

- Cruikshank said he was ”concern-
ed and angered’’ over the revelation,

- which caused him to lose sieep.

“ The letters included those sent be-

- tween him and Soviet scientists as.

" well. as dthers he sent from Moscow
to his friends in the Umted Stnes. he i
said.. ’

Cnnkshnnk who smd‘hc does not;
have access to classified material,
testified .that the letters. concerned
discussions of **scientific topics with

occamoml lapses into : a friendly let-"

ter.” ..
Cmikshank was - in Russia * one-
yeat in 1968 and 1969 on an exchange:
program- sponsored-by. the: Nltioul
Academy of Science..

Cruikshank also’ tesuﬁed that, ﬁ:e

_ opening of the mail may have beena’

* factor. in.three raquests for grants he:}
made for spacecraft research. How:":
ever, he said hé can't:say-for certain.’
if that wa “thc reuon hcw tnrned

_down.-. ;. :

Under Al!ano‘s cross-enminntion.
Cruikshank ‘said he: did not suffer

" loss of income or physical injury be-
cause of the mail opening. He. also.
said the- mail opening did not stop
him from' writing any books or arti-
.cles, missing: any u'lps abmd or

..r-..? e

Robert Young. a CIA- otﬂcul from
testified that
Cruikshank’s mail was. opened be-
cause he met certain requirements
that included association with the
'Umverslty of Moscow and othcrm

“technical institutions.’”.::" 272w =1

“shank an ‘amount to compensate for

- lance.” " ia L7
'~ He ar;ued that a $1. reeovery lot]
) vuolation of constitutional rights ‘is{

! ment was involved in *‘intrusive con-:
. duct,” but he said taxpayers should-!

" by Cruikshank.

STAT

\'c% LRIl

mchard Kh\uy. an FBI official
from Washington, testified ‘that
coptes of the letters mt by mc CIA
-are in FBI files. .

Both - government’ ofﬂchls nid
Cruikshank has not been investigat-
ed because o! tuything Ionnd in thr
letters. .

Turk asked Knu to award Crmk‘

the “worry and wonder” about dis+
covenng he was a “‘target of survenl-

**shocking and an insult to the dizm-
ty of any citizen of this cmmtx'y~ prr.
Alfano said he admits the govern-

n't compensate for “‘intangible in-!
juries, highly speculative,” claimed

He said federal courts have ruled
that a person can collect only nomi-
‘nal damages for violations ofi

. consmutioual—rizhu—uilm theycan|
. show actual injury. . |

King said he doesn’t doubt Crmk-.
shank’s claims. The judge said thel
distovery of -someone else reading
your mail is similar to discovering
your house has been burgiarized. - |

However, he said an award of

_ $380,000 is: punitive damages, which

are now allowed under federal law...
Cruikshank's suit is one of several

" -filed by the- ACLU around the coun-!

try ‘following the revelations of the|
covert CIA mail opening project. 4
Alfano said 12 have been filed. .
According . to Alfano, three have:
been dismissed, but a federal dis-i
_trict- judge in New York awarded '
$1.000 each to five porsons and 32.000
to a sixth.
Alfano is appealing :haz dec:sion

to the 2nd Circuit Court of Appeals. - |
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